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Survey Research to the Local Residents of Consolidated Municipalities in the
Hiroshima Wide Area Urban Districts (1):
The Relationship between Inter-regional Consciousness and Attribute, Locality, and
Contact
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Survey Research to the Local Residents of Consolidated Municipalities in the Hiroshima Wide
Area Urban Districts (2):
On Contact, Visit to Different Region, and Regional Peculiar Culture
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A research on anti-doping
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A study on a property of Wheelchair Basketball
: Focusing on a Player Classification System.
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“Parasite syndrome” of Ex-Professional Football Players in Japan
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The iconizational phenomenon of sportsman :
Tiger Wang and the Taiwanese Son
Chiu, Cheng-Chang (National Taiwan Normal University )
Wang, Chun-Chi (Nanya Institute of Technology)

There are miscellaneous cclebrities full of our life--political star, cultural star and
movie star... étc. Sport star is the media icon of sport hero in the sport world. Media
technology, celebrity culture and commercialization of sport make sport star become
onc kind of celebrity in contemporary consumer society. Spoﬁ star is the central
performer of sport spectacle. They involved in different social realities incluciing of
political arena, economic development, entertainment business...etc, and make them
become an arena of different social powers that act on. Therefore, to understand how
sport star is constructed could make us comprehend this important social reality.

For this reason, this study is aimed to explore the iconizational phenomenon of
sportsman. The object of this study is focused on Taiwanese baseball pitcher, WANG
Chien-Ming, who is playing for New York Yankees of Major Leaguc Baseball (MLB).
Trying to realize how an ordinary sportsman to be represented as a sport star.

In the beginning, WANG is just an excellent baseball player in Taiwan. He was
scouted by pitching well in Pan-Asia baseball game. Yankees signed him with a
contract of two millions dollars. After pitching a couple years in the minor league, he
went up to the big league, and became a starting pitcher of Yankees. And WANG won
some valuable games let the Yankees enter the play-off. MLB is the most top level
professional baseball league in the world, to play there and become a starting pitcher
in the rotation list also means you are one of the best pitcher in the world. Because of
WANG?’s wonderful performance, the mass media named he is “ Taiwanese Son”.

Media is the most important tool to make the iconizational phenomenon of sport
star possible. Contemporary sport star emerged from institutionalization. The personal
excellent character of sportsman will be enhanced by the organizations of media,
professional sport and commerce, their effort make a sportsman become a sport star.
In addition, spori star plays five roles in society. Sport star also needs well-known
reputation, extraordinary charm, amounts of sport fans and huge business value. The
more above conditions sportsman he has, the more degree of iconizational
phenomenon he becomes. There are complex relations between social realities and
icon of sport star. These five roles is a key point to express its complications.

(1) To the mass, sport star is a cultural hero :

Sport star pursue his top performance meanwhile sport fans can follow him to
produce their own dream. Sport star strived for personal success could set a
paradigm to the mass. Because of WANG’s outstanding performance, Sport fans

consume their own dream in daily life.
(2) To media organization, sport star is an entertainer :

Sport fans consume the body of sport star, The body image of sport star can
produce two significant meanings. First, perfect body image can entertain sport fans.
Second, strong and brave body can provide sport fans the meaningful experiences.

(3) To commerce organization, sport star is a marketable commodity :

Sport star can set a model to consumer and become a model of consumption to
the mass. WANG become the spokesman to Nike and Acer industry, a marketable
product. _

(4) To professional sport organization, professional games provide a greal slage to
spbrt star-and regarded him as a professional athletic Jabor :

Games of MLB just like a dream factory. Many sport heroes born here. The
most important thing of the professional sport club is pursuing victories. All the
sportsman should perform his ability to support his team. In such a high competitive
stage, the ability of sportsman recognized all around the world.

(5) To his country, sport star is a political icon :

Because of globalization of sport, sport star is regarded as a symbol of aesthetic,
honor and power to nation-country. Sport star becomes an important role in global
political arena. Therefore, WANG was elected to be the representation of Taiwan’s
image. The government support public TV to broadcast all the games Tiger Wang
performs in MLB. Political power frequently involved in sports matter. It is the local
phenomenon in Taiwan.

Thercfore, cultural value of sport star could produce a huge effect on social
reality, However, this kind of cultural value also could be exploited for profit. There
are complex relationships between jcon of sport star and social reality. Icon of sport
star is a property, to seduce different social powers to exploit it. They get different
meanings and interests from sport star by their own need.

Finally, in order to realize the inncr meaning of sport star, we should pay more
consideration to the dark side of the shining sport stars. Iconization of WANG is an
on-going matter. We couldn’t make sure what will happen on this kind of social
phenomenon in the future. Understanding how the mediasport works and generates
social meanings and ideologies requires a critical media literacy, which empowers
individuals to illuminate the perplexing and manipulative aspect in icon of sport star.



The Study on Relationships of Leisure Attitudes and Future

Leisure Plans among the Oncoming Retiring People

Physical Education Department of National Taiwan Normal University

LIN, Chih-Wei

Theoretically, leisure belongs to the following fields. It may be a kind of
psychological condition or the mental state, a kind of attitude or the impression, and a
kind of method to do things or to react. There is no final conclusion about which one
is. It only depends on how personal will chooses the type when using his/her own full
time except for basic living.

That is a common life issue to face the future. Especially, it is worthy to research
behaviors and thoughts in the last period of life-cycle not only for himself/herself to
avoid the meaningless lifestyle and getting aging speedily, but improve the quality of
life and health better. These resulis will be the useful consultation for the government
to execute policies of the relative aging leisure plan effectively, and the oncoming
retiring people could also refer to these ideas for planning programs of retired life.

Taiwan has been one of the aging society countrics and the population of the aging
will rise to 16.596 of the total population in ten years. Therefore, it is important to
understand the orientation of leisure attitudes among oncoming retiring people and to
predict their preparations and notions of future leisure plan. Moreover, this study
applied a standardized open-ended questionnaire to collect and analyze the data of six
high school teachers including three males and three females who are about to retire
in two years. v

Undoubtedly, leisure quality has a great effect upon the retired life. At first, these
people would be forced to withdraw from original social roles and social system.
They need to care about that and adapt themselves to new situations. Secondly, by the
way of knowing leisure attitudes and making plans before retiring, it could establish

self-confidence, passion and model of behavior for future life earlier.

Through the interview process, the researcher and interviewees exchanged the
relative opinions on leisure matters. On one hand, they collected their thoughts and
made self-examination about if they are ready fér oncoming retiring life. On the other
hand, that would reduce the anxiety and remove structural restraints from an uncertain
or new living structure. Most important of all, that could achieve the goal of Ieisure
education and benefits,

Thus much at least is clear about this research what to present. In summary, the
results of this study contribute to the followings. The more they participated in
positive leisure activities continuously before retiring, the more they got concrete
ideas and concepts on the future leisure plan. Besides, they look forward to realizing
what they want in the close-at-hand free time. Furthermore, to build up a proper

lifestyle of leisure life is of great urgency.
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