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] majored in Generat Sociology. 1 had worked at Research
Institute of Social Science.

*{ started KISS at May in 1996. I have worked as the researcher
in the Department of Sport Policy R&D for 14years

*KISS is similar to JISS(Japan Institute of Sport Science) in
respect of Elite Sport Ressarch and Support function. But KISS
is different from JISS in respect of Policy Research and Support
function, KISS Policy Department have worked in close
connection to The Central Government. KISS' budget is from the
Public Sport fund{so—-called National Sport Promotion Fund)

*My recent research interest is about the regional development
through sport.
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The Characteristics of Sport Policy in Korea: Neoliberalism' Influence or Not?

Dr. Park. Young-Ok.

(Korea Institute of Sport Science)

National Sport Policy is the state intervention in Sport Development, by laws, subsidies,
control power. Sport Development is defined in this article, ‘ensuring the pathways and
structures are in place to enable people to learn basic movement skills, participate in sports
of their choice, develop their competence and performance and reach levels of
excelience(sport council, 1993)".

The Sport Policy in Korea has divided in accordance with the sport organization in the
Ministry of Culture, Sport and Tourism (MCST). The characteristics of sport policy in Korea
established firmly according to (the 1st National Syear Plan for Sport Development:1993-
1997 , . The 1st Plan targeted at the promotion of sport for all, enforcing Elite Sport
competitiveness, and enlarging International Exchange and developing the effective Sport
Science and Sport organization. Afterwards, the 2nd Syear Plan (1998-2002), the 3rd Syear
Pilan (2003~2007) was announced and enacted. Those two Plans added two different policy
areas ; 1)Sport Industry, 2)Sport infra including Sport Science. Sport Information, Sport
organization and Sport promotion Fund.

Anyway those 3 Plans were quite alike. They included 4-5 policy areas and over 120
programs. Most of these programs are seemingly well mariaged and controlied by MCST. The
budget has provided by the State subsidy and Sport Promotion Fund (provided by K(;rea
Sport Promotion Foundation).

The target of the sport for all policy was to increase the number of public sport facilities
and to give the opportunity of sporting activities on community base. The indicator of
success is Sport Participation Rate (SPR). KISS describe that the sport for all policy has the
great result. In 2008 National Sport for all Survey, SPR in Korea is 34.2 % (30minutes
duration, 2-3times per week). In 2006 SPR raised to 44%.

The Elite Sport policyA has targeted at supporting the effective TID (talent identification

and training) system and the train-circumstance for Korea national team. The National team

ranked highly in 2008 Beijing summer Olympic and 2006 Doha Asian Games. But TID system
was not stable,

The Sport Industry Policy has introduced since 1998 in Korea. At that time, the MCST
(MCT) responded to the economic crisis. The Sport Industry Policy has deployed three
directions: 1) the support for the sporting goods Industry, 2) ensuing free market with the
relaxation of restriction in the private sport facilities, for example the deregulation of land
use in creating the Golf course, 3) the enlargement of the economic opportunities related
with sport itself such as the Marathon event, International Sport Games. I think that the sport
industry policy in Korea is the expression of Neoliberalism. In sport, where markets d.o not
exist, the state act to create the market.

Let's talk about the influence of Neoliberalism on Korea sport policy. I don't explain the
detail about Neoliberalism. Neoliberalism is 'a theory of political economic practices that
human wellbeing can best advanced by liberating individual  entrepreneurial
freedom...'(Harvey. 2005). I think the results from Neoliberalism' influence are three.: The
first, Downsizing of sport bureau in MCT, the second, Quasi-privatization of city.sport
facilities, the third, the tighten sport policy evaluation. 1 will explain in detail as follows.

- 1) Downsizing the administrative organization was enforced many times in the period of
transition of political power in Korea. In 1998, the next year of the Korea economic crisis in
1997, the size of sport bureau in MCT decreased from 2 Departments 7sections (77officers)
1o 1 Departments 5sections (56officers).

- 2) The quasi-Private Management in city owned sport facility prevails on a nationwide.
Every city has one city facilities public corporation, which manage the various facilities such
as Public Parking lot, Stadium, Fitness center. ‘
- 3) The strongly efficiency~oriented evaluation system has introduced. The Sport program
has evaluated primarily in the view of the Ministry of strategy and finance (MOSF). The long
term sport development pathway sometimes loses his way on account of misunderstanding of

economic officers. For Example, the Talent identification and Training needs many years

;-realizing the anticipated result. In that case, these programs can not secure the many

;'.fsubsidies of sport promotion fund (END).
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The Imagination and Proposal of Sport Public Sphere —
A Slip of the Memory by Development of Sport Commercialization

Wang Chun-Chi
Tourism and Leisure Management Department of Nanya Institute of Technology
Lin Chih-Wei ’
Physical Education Department of National Taiwan Normal University

Dissertation

This proposal aims to understand the crisis of excessive sport commercialization
through reflecting on the issue of sport commercialization. Then, by the public sphere
viewpoint underlines the characteristic of sport publicness. The research method with
a line of public sphere structure transformation attempts to emphasize sport publicness
on existence of validity when sport development follows through the modern-day
logic of sport commercialization. Sport publicness refers the other way to achieve the
transformation and embodiment of the sport essence. Therefore, it is possible to mold
the idea and practice of the sport public sphere.

A Comprehensive survey on Taiwan, one after another shock-wave bring quite
famous sports enterprises about a series goes out of business, is in 2001-2007. It
underlines our country economical market regarding the management model of sport
enterprise crisis. Sports industry isn’t necessary or direct for livelihood of the people.
People would reduce expenses on doing exercise when income decreases in the
economy shrinking time. However, this is actually sports must face the market failure
belonging to the social question. Is Commercialization a essential factor for sport
development? Furthermore, is sport the tool and the method only to degenerate into
gaining profit by commercialization? Sport development does have other approaches
to expand besides buckled with the commercialization continually? The above three
points are the focus of dissertation which we pay aftention to.

The research technique picks up structure transforming in sport public sphere of
Jiirgen Habermas(1929-), and hopes to emphasize existence of sport publicness
referred to transforming and embodiment of sports essence with the other approach to
choose in the commercialization tide. Through reflecting on sports commercialization,
it is nothing to be surprised at sporis essence operating in coordination and
transforming with sports commercialization as to what an attraction of sports industry
output value when the process of sports follows with step of commercialization.

The excessive commercialization would make a crisis of sports society undoubtedly.
Therefore, it is a great target to organize strength of the people into a union, for which
the people lack in the excessive commercialization modern society. In the other words,
developing and disseminating serious thought and critique to the sport
commercialization could influence on values and behaviors for sports of the general
populace. On the one part, that may let the economic motive under commercialization
keep in balance and adjust ourselves to face true life. On the other part, that avoids the

sports essence from being destroyed thoroughly.

Under political-economics projection, once the sports becoming the commodity
would be tended to rareness with profit consideration because rareness is the way
creating commodity profit and the price. Even though sports itself having the
enormous degree of openness could be contacted and accepted with anyone, its
criterion and breadth would reduce and wither before publicness, infiltrated in
commercial motive, established unstably. Especially, the more profit is formidable,
the more sports is highlighted rareness unceasingly. Sports has the privacy trend.

In sports commercialization historical path, privacy, taken as the object of
observation, is manifested by the bankroller, favorable economic or powerful
authority. Then, that would directly take sports into the structure of commercial
economy value. Gradually, sports depends on the money or somebody, and
performance controlled and possessed by a few people. To the most point, it is
provided for them to satisfy their desire and intention. Privacy goes along with that,

Public sphere works in practice of foundation of publicness. It stressed that the
country must make laws and rules to safeguard itself. Forming the institution outside
the space, principle of universal access, is the quite important regulated concept. It
believed that in communication process if the specific association removed in outside
is unable to form the public sphere. Therefore, the public domain must contain two
important meanings about the institution safeguard and the equal use. In the past, the
public sphere was from the Salon of literature and political to each part of society, like
the entity spatial coffee shop, the club, the hypothesized media, the emerging network
social group, and the leisure domain. It may also take sports for granted to this sphere
because what a swoonsome and frantic complex couldn’t be negligible. Following
Habermas's three principle, forming an institution space, establishing principle of
universal access, and making everybody who places in the sphere all have the free
equal dialog communication right.

After the concept of sport public sphere established, that is eager 10 try how realizes
the thought and idea. In conclusion, three findings point out that connecting the mass
culture, innovating sport organization, and cultivating identity with local emotion for
sport. Especially, it is a necessary notion to develop local identity and affective
connection by community in the future. As a result, they are not only being the
symbolic form of sport publicness embodiment , but also making sport development
in balance and for free. Moreover, it prevents sport development from excessive sport
commercialization, and obtains the positive effect on the practice of sport publicness
falling behind social change in Taiwan. To image the existence of sport public sphere
could not gather grassroots power for balance but freedom against an undue extent of
the sport cominercialization. Finally, it is a tool for ultimate goal to create the freedom,
the equality, and the public principle with the universal value of sport publicness.

Keyword psport publicness, sport commercialization, sport public sphere



A Study on the Participative Motivation and Social Support of Slow Pitch Softball
Participants in Taipei

Chu, Wen-tseng (National Taiwan Normal University)
Chin, Min-ling (Huafan University)
Wang, Po-sen (National Taiwan Nermal University)

1. Introduction

Softball is evolved from the baseball game. George W. Hancock, who has been recognized as a
pioneer of softball, invented it in 1887. Today's fast pitch softball started in 1933, and had become
an Olympic official event since 1966. The fast pitch softball obviously grew as a competitive sport.
The pursuers of leisure activities therefore gradually simplified and modified the rules of the fast
pitch softball to form modern slow pitch softball around 1953.

With the rapid growth of Taiwan's economy and rising of” living standard, people place greater
emphasis on recreational sports. Owing to the enthusiastic efforts-and active promotions by many
different private organizations, for the past dozen years or so, there are a great number of slow pitch
softball games held by voluntary groups everywhere on almost every weekend in Taiwan. The slow
pitch softball has been prevailing among schools, communities, and compaunies, etc. The slow pitch
softball teams increased from 20 or so from the beginning to about 8,000 nowadays. The number of
people actually actively engaged in this sport is estimated neatly 200,000, 1t is really a popular sport
widely participated in Taiwan.

The largest scale slow pitch sofibali match is called the “President’s Cup” hosted by Sports
Affairs Council, Executive Yuan. There were 1,689 teams and 50,670 players took part in the
President’s Cup in 2008. Besides this match, other matches of different scales and levels are played
here and there.

Among thirty softball fields available in Taipei City, four fields by the Keelung riverside are most
popular and crowded. There existed an informal league each organized by softball participants who
usually playing games on the four fields respectively. The teams range from 36 to 160, with about
540 to 2,400 players. In this study, we explored the characteristics, the participative motivations and
social supports of slow pitch sofiball participants at the four main fields.

2. Methodology

In this paper, we collected the data by a written questionnaire at the main four softball fields by
the Keelung riverside in Taipei City. We handed out the questionnaires directly to the players at the
fields on each weekend during 3/1 to 4/30, 2009. Each respondent who completed questionnaire
received a bottle.of mineral water as a small gift. After deleting incomplete questionnaires, 390
valid copies were collected. The questionnaire mainly consisted of three parts: participative
motivations, social supports and demographics. A lot of five-point Likert-scale questions were

designed for the sample subjects to circle appropriate numbers, and some questions were needed to
fill in blanks.

3. Analysis of data
The main results are shown as the following.
(1)Demographics:

Over 80% of their ages ranged from 20 to 39 years old. Near 60% of surveyed samples were
single. There were about 84% of the sample subjects who earned a bachelor degree or above.
Most of them were safaried employees. About 56% of the subjects’ personal monthly income
ranged from 30,000 to 50,000 NT dollars. Nearly half of them had played slow pitch softball
over 3 years. More than 70% of them played more than 3 times.monthly. Most of the
expenditure per month was under 2,000 NT dollars.

(2) Participative motivations:

We adapted Beard and Ragheb’s (1983) “Leisure motivation inventory” to measure the
participative motivations of the players. The inventory is divided into five categories, named
leisure, health, intellectual, achievement, and social needs. The average scores are 4.12, 4,03,
3.90, 3.88, and 3.80 in order. We can find that the slow pitch softball participants made up teams
to play mainly for relaxing and improving their health. The fairly high average scores also
implied high involvement.

(3)Social supports:

We adapted the “Inventory of Social Support” developed by Cheng et al. (1999), Huang
(2002), and Lin(2004). The inventory is composed of three parts, which are supports from
families, friends, and teammates. The average scores are 2.33, 3.32, and 4.09 in order. The result
indicated that the slow pitch sofiball participants rarely got support from their families, while
their team cohesiveness was pretty high. Perbaps the fact that they usually came to the fields to
play softball their selves without their families on weekends caused displeasure. Beside the
fields, some interesting activities designed and sufficient spaces arranged for women and
children seem important and useful to solve the contradiction.

(4)Relations among variables:

There existed significantly positive relations between participants” demographics and their
participative motivations or social supports. The result also showed that there existed significant
positive relations between participative motivations and social supports perceived by the
participants.

4. Concluding remarks

This paper in large part investigated and discussed the background data, participative motivations,
and social supports of participants playing the slow pitch sofiball at four fields in Taipei City. How
to enhiance the participative motivation and gain more social support will be the important key to
promote the stow pitch softball. The results we obtained can give a comprehension to the slow pitch
softball players’ characteristics. Our findings should be expected to help the expanse of this leisure
activity.
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