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The Sociology of Sport in the Twenty-First Century:
Theories, Empirical Focus, Futures

-Dominic Malcolm
(Loughborough University)

This keynote presentation assesses the strengths and weaknesses of the sociology of sport as it meets the new
challenges presented in the twenty-first century. The presentation starts by addressing two of the key debates which
defined the establishment of the sociology of sport in the 1960s and which continue to contour the sub-discipline today;
namely the role of sociology (relative to other disciplines) and the specific empirical provenance of the area. I argue that
the outcome of these debates was the dominance. of sociology and sociological theory, and a conceptualization of sport
which was relatively narrowly drawn and thus exclusive of cognate empirical areas such as exercise, recreation and body
cultures. The presentation examines subsequent trends in the use of sociological theories, and argues that, particularly
with reference to the work of Bourdieu and Elias, the sociology of sport has largely achieved the goals of its founders and

developed into a t ically rig area of analysis. The pr ion further the impact of the emergence
of the sociology of the body since the early 1990s and argues that one ¢ f\ of the sociology of sport’s embrace
of the opportunities p d by this develof t has been broaden the empirical focus of the sub-discipline. In looking

toward the future, the presentation concludes by using figurational sociology to critique recent calls for the replacement of
the sociology of sport with a t

a

discipline, ly termed physical cultural studies. In doing so the presentation
highlights the theoretical limitations of this “decorative sociological’ approach and the potential dangers of deserting a
nénow empirical focus over which sociologists of sport can legitimately claim to have established recognisable expertise
and a monopoly of knowledgef

Dominic Malcolm is: Seriior Lecturer in the Sociology of Sport at Loughborough University, UK and Convenor of the
Sport Study Group of the British Sociological Association. Having started his career at the University of Leicester, much
of his work has continued in the tradition of figurational sociology pioneered by Norbert Elias and Eric Dunning. His
publications include Spor? Histories: Figurational Studies of the Development of Modern Sporls {2003), and Matters of Sport:
Essays in Honour of Eric Dunning (2008). The twin foci of his current research are captured in the edited collections, The
Changing Face of Cricket: from Imperial lo Global Came (2010) and The Social Organization of Sports Medicine: Critical
Socio-Cultural Perspectives (forthcoming). He is currently working on a book called Globalizing Cricket: Codification,
Colonisation and C ry Jdentities, and a state-of-the-art review of sociology of sport, Sport and Sociology.
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The Interpretation of Beijing Olympic Mascots
“Fu wa” in the Context of Mass Communication
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Following the traditions of ancient Olympic culture, many. fresh ingredients have emerged into the modern
Olympic culture; Olympic mascots are one of them. Since the first official Olympic mascot Waldi, Olympic
mascots have served as a bridge between the host country and diverse Olympic audience. For decades, Olympic
mascots with its vivid doll-like design have received world wide worships. With its growing importance and
influence the Olympic Mascot phenomenon has draw the academic circles’ attention.

Since the release of Beijing Olympic mascots "Fu wa”, it has become the center of discussion. Some media
reports wowed for its excellent compact design while others connect its images to several devastating disasters
occurred in China in 2008, say it is a cursed “witch doll”. All these reports have revealed the importance
of the mascots of an Olympic competition and intrigued the author of a comprehensive and just study. The
previous study of Summer Olympic mascots “Fu wa” is mostly written from a positive angle which lacks certain
objectiveness of a scientific research, Also most of the research results are not based on a systematic analysis,

This research will try to interpret Beijing Olympic Mascots “Fu wa” in the context of Mass communication.
The first section of this thesis will review the report of “Fu wa” based on internet websites home and abroad. The

analysis of past academic research on “Fu wa” will also include in this section. D ization will
help author to have a better grasp of the past research situation and share a light on this research.

In results and analysis, firstly through a review of previous summer Olympic mascots and other contemporary
Beijing Olympic visual designs. The finds reveals that “Fuwa” design embodied traditional Chinese art, culturat
ingredients, Olympic concepts and promoted the harmony between human and nature.

Second, mass media interpretation of “Fu wa” based on the newspaper research of People’s Daily and Xinmin
Evening Newspaper’s “Fu wa" reports during Nov, 2005 and the whole year of 2008.

The major discoveries are in terms of report quantity, fair amount of reports of “Fu wa” was given in Nov, 2005.
The quantity has reduced in 2008 and few report appeared after the Beijing Olympic peried. In page layout, most
“Fuwa” reports are in either sports or Olympic section, covered from a limited angle as sports contents. In theme
structure “Fuwa” was mainly covered as mascot it self, in the reporting forms of illustration and dispatches.
Another major reporting angle is economic exploitation of Fuwa's. In terms of reporting orientation, News has
mostly using praise and honorable positive reports, lacks critical view, fair and objectivity. These two newspapers
did not give a positive attitude towards criticism.

‘Third part of this thesis is a questionnaire of people’s acceptance and attitudes towards the “Fu wa” design.

First, most local audience accept “Fuwa” as Beijing Olympic Mascot, close 70% of audience said they like
“Fuwa” design, over 70% of audience evaluated the design as above average. Second, in order to achieve a

compact comprehensive design, “Fuwa” d

have over applied various art elements and cultural symbols.
The complexity of Fuwa confused the audience with the number and the concepts. Last but not the least, in the
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85

perspective of art representation, most audience agree that “Fuwa” has partly embodied and represented the
regional characteristics, history, cultural of China, a combination of Olympic culture with traditional Chinese
culture as well as a combination of east and west.

To conclude this thesis, the author summarizes her view from three aspects: the cultural ingredients and
concept of “Fu wa",the interpretation of “Fu wa” from mass media and the interpretation from public audience.

Based on the research of Olympic mascots, the interpretation of Beijing Olympic mascot “Fu wa” is just a
beginning. The author hopes this research will provide some useful information for future mascot’s designs,
media reports on Olympic and the following exploits of Olympic Mascots.
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