Japan Society of Sport Sociology
30th Annual Conference, February 27-28, 2021
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International Sociology of Sport Association

I S A Association Internationale de Sociologie du Sport

Sub-Committee of ICSSPE
Research Committee 27 of ISA
Established 1965 Affiliated with UNESCO

A/Prof Michael Sam

President, International Sociology of Sport Association
School of Physical Education, Sport and Exercise Sciences
University of Otago

Dunedin, New Zealand
02 February 2021
Dear friends, colleagues and members of JSSS,

On behalf of the International Sociology of Sport Association (ISSA), it is my pleasure to extend
my sincere congratulations to the Japan Society for Sport Sociology, an organisation that is

celebrating its 30th year anniversary this year.

I am deeply sorry that I am not able to celebrate this occasion with you. ISSA is a charitable
incorporated organisation and Learned Society which represents scholars from over 50 countries.
Over the past decades, our members and I have thoroughly enjoyed the warm hospitality of
professors and students in Japan and always benefit from the exchange of knowledge that comes
with these visits. Internationally, JSSS has been one of the largest, most productive regional
organisations in advancing the sociology of sport, and its members are well respected by scholars

everywhere.

On behalf of the ISSA, it is my honour to extend congratulations on a successful 30 years of
operation. I very much look forward to connecting with you soon as we look towards your 50th

birthday! I hope to see you all as soon as possible!
Yours sincerely,

o

Mike Sam, PhD

President, International Sociology of Sport Association
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m University of Colorado
Colorado Springs

Congratulations on your 30th anniversary from the North American Society for the

Sociology of Sport

As the Past-President of the North American Society for the
Sociology of Sport (NASSS), I am thrilled to send a sincere and
heartfelt congratulations on the 30" anniversary of the Japan
Society of Sport Sociology. Thirty years is a tremendous
milestone for any organization. It demonstrates the enduring
importance of sport sociology in Japan and the commitment to
ongoing research on sport. Further, your success shows the

growth and success of sport sociology throughout the world.

Attending the annual NASSS conference over the past twenty

years, I have had the pleasure of meeting many wonderful,
brilliant scholars from Japan. I truly hope that we can return to
these collaborations and international sharing in the very near

future.

The cost of travel has always been the major barrier to our organizations developing even closer
ties. One upside to the Corona Virus pandemic is the increasing use of online platforms to hold
conferences. Perhaps our organizations can plan a trans-Pacific sport sociology conference
virtually. This could bring in organizations from around the Pacific Rim to strengthen trans-

Pacific partnerships and report on the global state of sport.

In the meantime, let me once again congratulate you all on your 30" anniversary.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Montez de Oca, PhD
Past-president 2020-2021, North American Society for the Sociology of Sport

Associate Professor of Sociology & Graduate Director
Founding Director, Center for Critical Sport Studies
University of Colorado Colorado Springs
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