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WORK ON FOOTBALL:

Herbert Frederick MOORHOUSE

B.A. First Class Honours, University of Leicester
(1965)

M.Sc. (Econ.), London School of Economics (1970)
Senior Lecturer in Sociology, University of Glasgow

Research Unit in Football Studies
Department of Sociology
-University of Glasgow
Glasgow G12 8RT

Scotland

I have developed a wide study of Scottish
professional football.  Since there are important
structural differences between football in England
and Scotland, it is not surprising that theories erected
around English evidence to account for, say, football
hooliganism, or the place of football in male working
class culture, ‘identities’, nationalism, . football
finance, etc. simply do not fit the Scottish case. I
have produced a series of papers which explore the
connections - historical and contemporary - between
nationalist and ethnic feelings in Scotland and
professional football, including aspects of ‘soccer
violence', : o -

Recently I have become much more involved in the
examination of economic aspects of the sport in
Scotland and England and RBurope, and their
relationship to the development of the European

Union,



We want to make contacts with interested scholars in the host countries. We would
hope to leam from the research of academics in Japan and Korea, and we would like

an opportunity to put our ideas before them.

The initial focus of the Buropean group was on the issues of football ‘hooliganism’
and violence around football, but the focus has steadily cxpanded.

The group's main recent project was to carry out surveys of the crowd at many of the
biggest football clubs around Europe, material which provides a base-line of
standardised information about those who go to watch football in various European
countries. : ‘

Generally, a whole range of topics are now being researched including:

football ‘hooliganism’;
the relation between youth cultures and football;
nationalism, racism, ethnic and regional rivalries and football;
national, regional, and personal identities and football;
the political economy of the football industry,
the ‘commercialisation’ of European football - the effects of merchandising,
sponsorship, advertising, television coverage, re-built stadja and so on for
the traditional ties between clubs and fans;
- » football and the law; ‘
¢ football as employment - studies of players as workers, and of the training
and development schemes for young footballers in various countries.

Such a listing by no means exhausts the topics of European discussions, but it does
suggest the main themes which are being widely debated.

H.F.Moorhouse
22@. Februaty 1999
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