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Failure in Sport:
Accepting Disappointment In Japanese Professional Baseball
William W. Kelly*

Conclusion : the irrationality at the heart of sports rationality

The rationalization of physical contests that Allen Guttmann has shown us to be the
hallmark of modern sports may bring formalization and quantification but it does not
bring certainty-neither prospective certainty in predicting future outcomes nor even
retrospective certainty in evaluating past outcomes. It is no surprise that we remain
unable to predict what will happen from moment to moment in a sporting event. But it
is surprising to realize that the high rationalism of modern sports does not bring more
certainty to analyzing that which has occurred-which is success for a few and failure for
most.

Qutcomes-an at-bat over, an inning over, a game over, a Season over, a career over-
resolve the suspense of the moment, but they only heighten the conditions of suspense
for the next moment and deepen our perplexity about the allocation of responsibility for
the outcome jut produced. This perpetual uncertainty is, I conclude, the Weberian irra-

tionality at the heart of sports rationality.

* Professor, Chair, Department of Anthropology
Yale University
PRINCIPAL PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:
Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Japanese Studies, 1998 —
PUBLICATIONS:

2000 "Fans as Consumate Producers" (introduction) and "Sense and Sensibility at the

Ball Park: What Japanese Fans Make of Professional Baseball" (case chapter) for
a volume in preparation edited by Kelly, Stevens, and Yano, Fanning the Flames:

Fandoms and Consumer Culture in Contemporary Japan.
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European Association for Sociology of Sport EASS
1 st Conference of EASS
"European Integration and Sport” May 30-June 2, 2002,Vienna
Subtopics.
- Social Integration and Sport
- Globalization and Regionalization/Differentiation in Sport
- European Integration and the Role of Ethics and Legislation in Sports
- Sport, Culture and Identity in a Changing Europe
- Sport-Politics and Organizational Issues in the European Transformation Process
- European Integration: Consequences for Sport
- Papers and Posters which Present the Result of More Specific Research Projects are
also welcome
- Open Papers
Abstract Submission
The deadline for submission of abstracts is March 31, 2002.
Registration Fee
Registration fees are to be paid no later then April 30, 2002.
Venue
The conference will be held at "Schloss Wilhelminenberg," Savoyenstrasse 2, A-1160
Vienna, Austria, May 30-June 2, 2002. '
Contact Address
All questions, suggestions, abstracts, registration and communications are to be di-
rected to
Ms.Petra Hilscher
Universitaet Wien, Institut fuer Sportwissenschaft/ Abteilung Sportsoziologie
Auf der Schmelz 6 a, A-1150 Wien/ Austria
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