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From Denmark
Dear friends

I thank for the opportunity to take part in the the Annual Conference of the
Japanese Association of Sociology of Sport in Toyohashi. It was a great
experience.

Two things surprised me very much.

First, that common people was invited to take part in the conference, and
that they took part in the discussion. Very interesting.

Secondly, that the "body” and "body culture” was the main topic at the
conference. Body and body culture is really becoming a hot issue in sociology
of sport.

I listened to the lecture "Sport and Body Culture” by the keynote speaker
Peter Donnelly with great interest. I agree with him that we have only touched
the surface of a complex field which has occurred in recent years.

In his lecture he showed clearly that we now are facing a much more complex
picture of what we call sport. He mentioned a lot of different activities:
athletics, soccer, gymnastic, dance, martial art, body building, military
training, sumo, jogging and so on. We could also add: out door life, yoga,
taichi, kiko, meditation and other activities.

The picture seems to be so complex, that we have to ask: what is the concept
of sport? 1Is all these activities - Peter Donnelly mentioned - sport?

0f cource we can choose to use the word sport about all these activities. We
can use the term "sport” as an umbrella, but I don’t think it is the most
clarifying thing to do. At least not from a historical point of view, which is
mine.

What we do see today seem to be a significant erosion of the concept of sport.
We seem to face an enormous shift in body culture, specially in highly developed
industrial societies.

It has happened before in history. It happened more than 200 years ago in
Europe, when sport came into being. Sport can be regarded as a Westerr phenome-
non in the sense that the evolution of sport began in England when industrializa
-tion also began. Sport became during the industrial period the domminating
style of body culture.

From my point of view we have different styles of body culture. like we have
different styles of architecture. Sport is only one style, like gotic is only
one style of architecture. '

Sport has also for many years been the dominating style of body culture in
Japan. It started about 125 years ago. In the book "Trends in sports: A multi-
national perspective” it is mentioned about Japan “that the term “sport” was
imported from the West”. But it was not only the term, which was imported : it
was a new style of body culture, and that style was part of a new social and
cultural structure.

0ld styles based on other concepts than sport was either swept away like a
lot of games among the peasants, or gradually changed into sport. The title:
"Sumo - from Rite to Sport” by P. L. Cuyler, describe the general tendency.

But just these years we see new styles in the body culture : and perhaps we
also at this conference faced the erosion of the concept of sport -in sociology



of sport.
The future will be very exciting for an association, which has sport as a
common concept !
Your sincerely
Ove Korsgaard
researcher Idre tsforsk”
Denmark
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