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3-D-1

Premier12 and the Newfound Taiwanese Identity

B FEH(BLAFTRZ/ AEAR—VHEFR) & BAEEREXRZ/ BEAR—YHRER)

Team Taiwan secured its first—ever major baseball tournament victory in the 2024 Premier 12. This
presentation analyzes this historic achievement from two perspectives, focusing on Taiwan’s potential to forge
a distinct identity in relation to its two key “significant others”: China and Japan. Amid the baseball team’s
triumphant run, the ongoing controversy over the names “Team Chunghwa (H7%%)” and “Team Taiwan” has
continued to spark debate domestically. For decades, “Chunghwa” dominated media coverage and common
parlance when referring to the national team. However, the 2024 Premier 12 marked a turning point, with the
name “Taiwan” achieving unprecedented visibility.

This presentation examines this phenomenon through a postcolonial lens, employing two methods. The first
is a critical discourse analysis of major news outlets in Taiwan. The second is an auto—ethnography by one of
the authors, who served as a commentator for the TV broadcast of the Premier 12 in Taiwan. The Championship
Game broadcast drew the highest ratings in over a decade, as millions of Taiwanese watched and participated in
a collective memory and identity—building experience. By combining these methods, this research provides both
textual analysis and personal insight from one of the key storytellers in the tournament’s narratives.

This case is significant not only because of the historic victory but also due to the agency demonstrated by
Taiwanese players. In 2018, a name-rectification referendum in Taiwan was voted down by a margin of roughly
45 to 55 percent. Many athletes opposed the referendum, fearing repercussions that could jeopardize their
international careers, including potential expulsion from the IOC under pressure from China. Unlike their
predecessors, the 2024 Premier 12 baseball players, led by team captain Chieh—hsien Chen, were vocal in
showcasing the name “Taiwan” throughout the tournament. In addition, the slogan and fight song “Taiwan Shong
Yong” (“Taiwan the Courageous”) replaced the traditional “Go! Team Chunghwa,” emerging as a new national
symbol. This shift may signify the beginning of a new era of “de-Sinolization” in sports, particularly in Taiwan’s
national pastime, baseball.

Taiwan’s victory over Japan, its former colonizer from 1895 to 1945, was especially notable, as it ended
Japan’s 27—-game winning streak in international competition and earned Taiwan the title of Global Champions.
The tournament highlighted the unique dynamics between the two nations. Among Team Taiwan’s players, four
had previously played in Japan at various stages of their careers, underscoring Japanese baseball’s profound
influence on Taiwan. Historically, Taiwan’s baseball encounters with Japan have been marked by heartbreaking
losses. Yet, following Taiwan’s victory, Japanese social media did not react with negativity or resentment.
Instead, messages of congratulations and friendship abounded, fostering a sense of mutual respect and
camaraderie between the nations.

The nostalgic, one—sided admiration Taiwan once held for Japan has evolved into a relationship of mutual
appreciation and support. The victory in the Premier 12 stands as a historic milestone for Taiwan—not only on
the baseball field but also in the broader sociocultural context. Through this journey, Taiwan has begun to shed

aspects of its past and move toward constructing a new national identity.
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AR—VBF R AR ERORREI
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2023a; HR, 2023b) | BT = F —LL TORBUE S{ELIZb DIE TR THD, £Z T, ABFZETIX
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